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agreement provided for the preservation of this status quo,
but stipulated that the country should be under the exclusive
influence and protection of -Great Britain, so that we were
not even allowed to have our diplomatic representative
there. This meant that all our negotiations with the Gov-
ernment of Afghanistan were to he conducted through the
British authorities. Under these circumstances the buffer
became something In the nature of a loaded gun pointed at
us. In Tibet the contracting parties obligated themselves
not to introduce any missions or troops. We also re-
nounced all claims to the Southern Persian ports.

The agreement was concluded without regard to the
claims of the other Powers upon Persia. Kor that reason
the division of Persia was rather futile. No sooner was the
treaty published than Germany began to seek to safeguard
its economic interests in Persia, As early as 1904 the Ger-
man Government in the person of von Buclow complained
to me that we were hindering the freedom of importing
German goods to Persia, In 1911 we concluded an agree-
ment with Germany, agreeing to connect the railroads of
Northern Persia with the German Bagdad line and also to
give her a free hand in Northern Persia with regard to her
imports* In sum, what have we achieved? By signing the
agreement with Great Britain we made it impossible for us
to annex Persia politically, and by entering into an agree-
ment with Germany we lost Persia economically, for eco-
nomic competition with Germany under equal conditions
means certain defeat for us. la a word, Persia has slipped
out of our hands. At present [1912] we can piny there
merely the part of a policeman, until the native Government
grows strong enough to restore order,
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